Mont. 17-51-25 c. 1896
Johnson Family House

Poolesville vicinity, Jerusalem community
Private

This one and a half story frame house contained one room down
and two rooms up with a one story frame kitchen attached to the
rear length. Its facade consisted of three bays. The house was
built by the community carpeneter, George Dorsey, a handsome
neo=-Georgian style mantlepiece.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one and a half story house stands on the west side of Jerusalem
Road, facing east. It stands on the beginning of a slope that ascends
to the west. In front of it near the road is a small stream and marsh.

The facade is sheltered by a shed porch along the entire length.
The facade consists of three bays, like most houses of this type. It
closely resembles, for example, the Grimes- Jackson house across the
street. The house has” principal block of one room with a smaller one
story kxitchen attached to the rear length.

In plan the interior contained the one room downstairs and the
rear kitchen, and two rooms upstairs. A boxed stairway along the back
wall led to the upper chambers. HNeither gable end had windows. The
most striking feature inside the house was the handsome mantlepiece of
neo=-Georgian design. It is the highest style decorative feature seen
in these houses of Black families in Jerusalem and Jonesville. Cee
photographs of the interior.

Few of the outbuildings, work places, and animal barns remain
fvom the earlier days. According to lirs. Dorsey, who was raised here
by her grandmother, there was a garden to the south of the house, where
they raised vegetables. They were canned and stored in the cellar along
with canned fruit. Root vegetables such as potatoes were stored in
vegetable kilns. South of the kitchen was the meat house, and behind
it were two hen houses. Behind the house and up the hill were apple
and pear trees. Turther south of the house was the stable for thae
work horses, and the hog pen. During the hot summer months, the hogs
were brought up to the marsh along Jerusalem Road, and allowed to use
this nlace as their wallow since there was always plenty of water there
to keep them cool. Only e meat howse ntmadns,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B} SIGNIFICANCE MI1T-51-dS

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ __RELIGION
~1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAw __SCIENCE
—1600-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING _MusIC __THEATER
X1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _XOTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

Klack H/IJWK;

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

c. /89

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to deed JA 55/395, Sarah Ann Elizabeth Johnson purchased
this tract of 2 acres from Samuel B, !{ilford in 1896, ilford was one
of the large landowners near the south side of the Jerusalem community.
This purchase was at about the same as those of ., James Clarxe and the
two brothers,Frank and George Dors v, establishing this family as among
the second generation of landowning settlers in the Jerusalen community.

According to iiargaret Earper Dorsey, the current occupant of the
nhouse and one of the heirs, her grandmother, Carah Ann Elizabeth 2obinson,
was the sister of llarr Rovinson Lyles (wife of William Lyles, 17-51-16),
-nd the daughter of Virginia Robinson, who owned property nearby, 17-51-21.
ais is another example of the network of extended families 1n this and
other Elacx 19th century communities.

i‘rs. Dorsey's father was Ctanley Narper, whose father was Lichard
Thomas Harper from Jonesville. Iis birthplace has been surveyed, 17-8-k,

Though the house 1s of modest size and construction, thec decorative
trirms along the window and door frames with fluted trim boards and corner
blocks with concentric circles (the type popular to the era) enhance the
style of the interior,as does the handsome neo-Georgian mantlepilece.
Lccording to !rs. Dorsey, this house was built by George Dorsey, the
Black carpenter in the community, whose log house has been recorded,
17-51-%, and a photograph of him has also been copied. Thus we see
an example of a local person using his skills in the construction of ais
heighbor's house. This house was built soon after tne marriage of the
John Johnson and Sarah Anne ZRobinson and the purchase of this property
in 1826,

Like many houses that are now heir property, this one is in need
of repair and is not as attractive as it was when the newly married,
voung Johnson couvle moved into it in the late 1890's. They did not keep
this house all to themselves for long howevery irs. Dorsey recalls that
her grandmotner raised 10 children here.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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: 17-51-25 '~ 7 -5
Johnseon Family Home (Sa%aﬁyJohnson Homestead)
Poolesville Quad, 1970, PK 1978
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